POLITICAL ARCHITECTURE

races and degrees of political maturity, is a conceivable piece of
political mechanism; but it is to-day no more than a museum piece.
We are left with an amorphous multilateral system of consultation
which even now tends to be weak in proportion to its complexity,
and which would become, as the participants multiplied, a mere
diplomatic cafs-cradle; and alongside it an uncontractual prac-
tice of meetings for specific purposes, a practice admirable in itself
but liable again to become completely bogged down as the par-
ticipants increase in number and in the variety of their national
interests.

The answer is certainly not an attempt to check or frustrate the
nationalism of the non-white members of the present Common-
wealth. That would be to use Mrs. Partington's broom against the
Atlantic. The nationalism of the people of the East is a tremendous
force, which was given not only opportunities but also a great new
moral impulse by the Japanese conquests. Negatively, European
prestige slumped when Japan poked through the thin screen of
imperial defences in the Far East; positively, there was a boom in
Oriental prestige and in the self-esteem of the peoples whom Japan
claimed to liberate. If they did little to resist her, many of them
did something to throw her out: and it is significant that a national
day of resurrection is now celebrated in Burma on the anniversary
of the date at which the Burma National Army, created by the
Japanese, turned against its creators. At the same time, Japan is
something of a hero, even in those countries which she subjected,
nor will she remain less heroic for having suffered the martyrdom
of defeat.1

This dynamic impulse of national self-esteem in the East gains
by what it feeds on, and gains vicariously, too, from the achieve-
ments of other Oriental races. The dynamic urge of Oriental
nationalism in the British Empire will continue to operate for
many years, and it will be felt, undoubtedly, beyond Asia, in the
African dependencies and the island territories of the Empire.
Nationalism cannot be confined by continents.

1 'Many Indians feel that it was Japan's challenge to Great Britain and
America which won Asia for the Asiatics and paved the way to India's freedom,
even though Japan lost its own war. Japan may come to be regarded as a
martyr for Asia's cause.' The British in Asia, by Guy Wint.
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